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Reviews

Reference
Encyclopedia, edited by Jack Blocker, Fahey, and Ian Tyrrell (CH, Sep’04,
42-0001). In focusing on the historical aspects of drug use, this expanded
version emphasizes the North American continent, including Mexico,
the Caribbean, and Central America. The alphabetically arranged, signed
entries are well written and include references. Volume 1 has a valuable
time line/chronology of alcohol- and drug-related events and laws from
1765 to the present. Included are useful appendixes of relevant historical
documents and current Internet resources. This set compares favorably
with encyclopedias such as Mark Gold and Christine Adamec’s The
Encyclopedia of Alcoholism and Alcohol Abuse (CH, Jan’11, 48-2431), and
Pamela Korsmeyer and Henry Kransler’s Encyclopedia of Drugs, Alcohol
and Addictive Behavior (3rd ed., CH, Jun’09, 46-5377). As previously
mentioned, its advantages include its focus on drugs as well as alcohol,
and on the historical aspects of drug and alcohol use in North America.
Summing Up: Highly recommended. HHH Lower-level undergraduates
and above; general readers.—L. M. McMain, Sam Houston State University

black-and-white photographs and quotations are included, and some
essays cleverly end with a word cloud to illustrate word usage. Among
the indexes are the “Reader’s Guide,” which broadly groups related
essays (e.g., “Animal-Based Sports”); “Physical Education, Philosophy,
and Social Issues”; “Governing Bodies and Associations by Sport”; and
“Unfamiliar Sports Descriptions,” which briefly summarizes 36 sports that
may be unknown to readers (e.g., korfball, parkour, silat) and that have
full essays. This encyclopedia is particularly engaging because it includes
not only the expected articles on specific sports, but also essays on the
multifarious aspects of a given topic (e.g., endorsements, ESPN, risktaking behavior, homophobia, anti-jock movement, violence, nutrition,
doping, commodification, and commercialization). Individual athletes
are mentioned throughout the essays, but no one merits a separate
entry. Overall, this is a well-researched, well-presented, but pricey set.
Summing Up: Recommended. HH Lower-level undergraduates and
above; general readers.—J. A. Badics, Eastern Michigan University

e 51-2998		
[Internet Resource]
Atlas of Historical County Boundaries, from the Newberry Library.
URL: http://publications.newberry.org/ahcbp/
[Visited Nov’13] The recently redesigned website of the Atlas of
Historical County Boundaries reflects the addition of national data files and
animations of boundary changes for the entire US and individual states.
The Atlas and its website, developed by the William M. Scholl Center for
American History and Culture at the Newberry Library, provides free GIS
shapefiles and KMZ files showing county, state, and territorial boundary
changes for individual states and for the US. From the main website,
users may link to pages on the US as a whole or on individual states.
Those wanting information on county boundary changes for individual
states may also download volumes of the Atlas in PDF. Nineteen
previously published print volumes include, e.g., Atlas of Historical County
Boundaries. North Carolina, edited by J. H. Long (CH, Jan’99, 36-2919).
On the website, US and state pages provide links to an interactive
map, historical commentary on research problems, and other issues
related to the data; users may view metadata for the downloadable data.
State sites include an index to counties and county equivalents relevant to
the state’s evolution, chronologies of state/county boundary changes for
the state and individual counties, and a bibliography of primary source
documents used to develop the data. The PDF volumes of the Atlas are
organized alphabetically. Because they lack tables of contents, indexes,
and historical summaries, determining the entire contents and finding
information on an individual county is difficult. Users must browse or
search the volume to view maps for a county. The Index of Counties and
Equivalents websites provide the history of current and extinct counties;
users may refer to the PDF volumes to see maps of each county. This
is an indispensable resource for historical and genealogical research.
Summing Up: Essential. HHHH Lower-level undergraduates and above;
general readers.—L. R. Zellmer, Western Illinois University
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[Internet Resource]
Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, from the US Government.
URL: http://www.consumerfinance.gov/
[Visited Nov’13] The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau
(CFPB) was launched in 2011 by Congress through the Dodd-Frank Wall
Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. The CFPB site, available
in English and Spanish, is updated daily and provides information about
a wide range of financial products and services, including paying for
college, foreclosure prevention, loan discrimination, credit reporting and
scores, credit card agreements, and mortgage disclosures. Six tabs appear
across the top of each page. The Home Page tab features CFPB news
and reports; links to assistance; and ways to connect with the bureau via
Twitter, Facebook, and e-mail. The second tab, Inside the CFPB, includes
information about the bureau, e.g., mission, jobs, reports, budget,
and strategic plans. The third tab, Get Assistance, offers advice about
mortgages, student loans, and other financial topics. This section also
contains the Ask CFPB service, which allows users to submit questions;
questions and answers are displayed on the site, organized by topic and by
the most popular.
Visitors can share stories and find other ways to keep informed
by accessing the fourth tab, labeled Participate. The fifth tab contains
consumer protection laws and regulations the agency oversees,
including the Dodd-Frank Act mortgage reform and the mortgage rule
implementation. The final tab allows users to submit complaints and
check their status. A Whistleblowers section available here encourages
individuals to send information about companies violating federal
consumer financial laws. The site is busy but well organized. Similar
financial information is available on other US government sites, e.g.,
the FDIC’s Consumer Protection <http://www.fdic.gov/consumers/index.
html>; the Federal Trade Commission’s Bureau of Consumer Protection
<http://www.ftc.gov/bcp/index.shtml>; and USA.gov Consumer Protection
<http://www.usa.gov/topics/consumer.shtml>. The CFPB site is a
primary resource for consumers seeking information and advice on a
wide range of financial topics. Summing Up: Recommended. HH All
readership levels.—L. Camacho, Brigham Young University
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Berkshire encyclopedia of world sport, ed. by Gertrud Pfister and
David Levinson. 3rd ed. Berkshire Publishing Group, 2013. 3v bibl
index afp ISBN 9781933782676, $499.00
The popularity of sports worldwide continues to grow. This third
edition (1st ed., CH, Feb’06, 43-3105) capitalizes on this phenomenon
with 306 essays by 256 international contributors. The format for entries
is a summary paragraph, followed by keywords, the essay itself, crossreferences to other essays in the set, and further readings. Occasional
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A Documentary history of Arkansas, ed. by C. Fred Wiliams et al.
2nd ed. Arkansas, 2013. 433p index afp ISBN 1557286345 pbk,
$21.95; ISBN 9781557286345 pbk, $21.95
In this era of online resources, justifying a new print reference work,
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